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A Message from the Headteacher

Another busy term has flown by. Our largest ever Year 7 cohort have now completed their first 2 terms in
secondary school. Overwhelmingly they have made an excellent start. FdrlY&tadents there are only 75

school days until the start of the summer exam season. They have just completed mock exams in Science and
English and are in preparation for their full mocks in Term 3. Current estimates suggest they are on trend to
deliverstrong results. In part this is as a consequence of strong parental support, which was in evidence at the
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to help your children realise thepotential.

One area that is holding some of our students back from realising their potential is attendance. | have quoted
the figures before but it is worth repeating. 90% attendance sounds OK; it is not. Itis a day off a fortnight. Last
year onlyl in 10 students with attendance at this rate achieved 5+ grades in English and Maths; this compares
to 1 in 2 students with good attendance. Attendance really matters.

There have been lots of activities for our students to get involved in over théelast our book clubs are as
popular as ever; a wide range of sporting endeavours; trips to post 16 providers and universities; trips to the
Houses of Parliament, to the theatre to see Macbeth; plus a wide range of musical opportunities culminating in
our Winter Showcase. You can read about these in this issue of the newsletter.

We have now entered the final furlong of our building work and the finishing line is fast approaching. At the
start of term 2 we took possession of the newly renovated Sciencaifeparea, prep room and 3 new labs.
These have transformed the quality of our teaching provision for this subject. All that remains is for the
completion of the renovation of the final 3 labs and the work will be complete.

An 85week building projects never easy, especially when it is in the middle of a large school! However, the
consideration and support of our builders EG Carter have made it manageable. We are very grateful to them
although we will also be very glad to bid them farewell!

All tha is left for me to do is to wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Richard Johnson
Headteacher

Severn Vale School, Quedgeley, Gloucester, GL2 4PR OfSted
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IMPORTANT DATES

Thursday 1% January 2019 Year 11 Revision Evening 6:380pm

Friday 18 January 2019 Flexible LearninBay

Thursday 24 January 2019 CSENI MA tF NBWEma 9GSYyAY
Monday 4" February 2019 Year 11 Core Mock Fortnight

Thursday T February 2019 CSENI ot NBy-@3®gn 9 Sy Ay 3

KS4 Citizenship and Politics Court Visit
Year 10 Rugby Tour departs (return ori"leb)

Friday 1% February 2019 End of Term 3

SAFEGUARDING

Anti -Bullying Week 2018: Choose Respect

MONDAY 12™ - FRIDAY 16™

This NOVEMBER 2018

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
we

' @,
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MONDAY 12™ NOV THURSDAY 15™ NOV

U
#ANTIBULLYINGWEEK @ )@

The theme forAnti-Bullying Week 2018 was to choose respect over bullyiflge school marked the week
by holding assemblies lead by Miichols (Assistant Head) and delivering dntllying resources through
tutor times over the course of the week.

Following a consultation with over 800 children and teachers and the-Bultying Alliance identified that

that a top priority for schools washowing that bullying is a behaviour choice, and that children and young
people can set a positive example by opting to respect each other at school, in their homes and
communities, and online.

The aims of the week was to help students at Severn Valedbcimderstand:

1 The definition of respect

1 That bullying is a behaviour choice

1 ¢KIG ¢S Oly NBaALSOGTdzZ & RAAFANBS gAGK SIFOK 24
agree with each other buive do have to respect each other

1 That we all need tolwose to respect each other both face to face and online
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GOVERNING BODY

As the Christmas break approaches, | would like to reflect on an important aspect
school community and that is the great dedication of our staff, governors, volunteers
friends to ensure that all our students have a positive experience whilst with us. This
much in evidence when visiting the school and talking with the students.

Very welcome news occurred when the governors were informed that the building v
are on track to finish early next year. It feels that the building crew have been with t
so long as to have become a permanent fixture, but | am sure we will all be glad wh
can start enjoying all the new elements that the building works have geolvi Our thanks
go to the building team for their expertise and considerate actions when on site with |

Over the last term, the Committees have met, and | summarise:

The Audit SO 2 YYAGGSS YSG SAGK 2dz2NJ | O02dzy it
accounts for the last year. These will be available on our website shortly. As you'
able to see, we have experienced another challenging year and we are working h
spend every penny wisely whilst trying to ensure our commitments to the sitsdare
thoroughly metc not an easy task by any means.

The Resources Committee met and received an update on the accounts from the
committee and a staffing update from the Head Teacher. The governors scrutinise
Critical Incident Policy follawg a drill that took place on the INSET training day.

The Curriculum and Achievement Committee were visited by Mr Ball, who informed L
study he conducted into Key Stage 3 data tracking. It was very insightful to leari
baselines are establisbefor our new year 7 students and how this informs setti
Governors also received an update on Year 11 Data and spot lit departments.
Governors concluded their meeting by reviewing the -sghluation and the schoc
improvement plan.

The Childra, Family and Community Committee met and scrutinised behaviour
attendance. The Governors reviewed the Safeguarding Audit and the Keeping Childr
in Education Action Plan. They scrutinised the Admissions Policy for 202
recommendation to tie Full Governing Body.

The Annual General Meeting and the meeting of the Full Governing Body conclude
work for this term.

All that remains is for me to wish you a restful Christmas break.

Amanda Browne
Chair of Governors

MEMBERS

PARENT GOVERRS
Mrs A Browne

(Chair of Governojs
Mr S Wilson

Dr S Cockin

Mr R Rankin

Mrs V Seymour

Mr A Ginwalla

ORDINARY
GOVERNORS
Mrs S Hawkins
Mr R Wallace

Mr A Ayland

Mrs J Ireland
(Joint Vice Chair
Mr | Pogue

(Joint Vice Chair)
Professor N Wynn

LOCAL ALHORITY
GOVERNORS
Mrs L Berry

STAFF GOVERNOR!
Mr R Johnson
(Headteacher

Mrs J Williamson

Mr P Wilson

Mrs J McDonnell

To contact the Chair of Governors, please telephone the Clerk to Governors, Mrs Lyn Woodrow at

school, on 01452 720458 exbad
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Follow us on Twitter@SVSDofEor regular updates.

52y Qi F2NHSG ¢KS 52F9 ¢SIHYX aAdaa DFeéx aN I A33a
of anything, finding it difficultto organi§ | &aSO0dA2y s R2y Qi 1y2¢ 6KIFG 0
of us. We will help you!

Important dates for your diary:

N —
p § [

f Wednesday 18Januaryct | NBy G Qa Ay F2NXYIGA2Y SOSyAy3a adl NIAy3
where Ocean Rock (the comparunning our expedition), will answer any questions and show you the kit
required. Please do not decide to purchase any new kit until after this date, as all requirements will be
shared with you on this evening and some kit (such as tents and cook#ts¢ wrovided.

o Staff from Go Outdoors in Gloucester will be available to show the recommend kit they can offer,
Fa ¢Sttt a FyagSNIIlye ljdzSadAaizyade 52yQi F2NARSI
gets them money of the Go Outdoors discoward price. If participants do not have their card
(these should have gone directly to their home address), they can download a voucher from their
eDofE account.

1 Saturday 19 Januaryg Expedition training day at Severn Vale School in MFL, anticipaberl16:0014:00
but this will be confirmed by ParentMail closer to the time.

9 Saturday 18 and Sunday 1% March ¢ Practice expedition (Monday also for Silver)

0 The 201819 practice expedition will take place in thale of Berkeley area.

{1 Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 April ¢ Qualifying Expedition (Monday also for Silver)

0 The 201819 practice expedition will take place in tBarbury and Blacklands area.

All expeditions will meet at SVS at 08:00 on the Saturday morning. Estimated time of return on the&ilinday

be between 14:00.6:00, depending on student pace and progress. Updates will be provided on the day itself.

Please ensure you keep the school gates clear to allow the bus access to the school car park.

Remember in order to complete the expeditionatmn, students must complete all three of these activities:
Training Day, Practice Expedition and Qualifying ExpedBimmze participants must also be in school on the
Monday following the expedition. Students choosing not to attend, due to tirednebfisters etc. jeopardise

the school being able to run this opportunity in the future. The expedition section is generally the section the
students find the most daunting, as it is out of their comfort zones, but they also gain the most sense of
achievemat. Students also learn a lot from the practice expedition. Many adapt what they carry, their pace
and organisation and find the qualifying expedition easier as a result.

Comments from previous participants:

GLG A& | 322R 2LIJ2 MR A B dD & AEdzA t R 82 dzNJ 0S| Y
G{2YSUGUKAY3 Fdzy diPhoelhe Ambleri K T NA Sy Ra& ¢
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Follow us on Twitter@SVSDofEor regular updates.

eDofE Activities, Evidence and Assessor Reports:

Each activity requires an assessor. An assessoNEih be a family memberHowever, to support the
participant a family member maygsi a log sheet, these have been given out to confirm what activities have
been completed (additional copies can be found on the students DofE SharePoint via Office 36hxl tha
students log on to eDofE regularly to upload evidence and trackrassages from their leader. Theywst
check that an activity has been approved, or it may not count towards their DofE award.

Loading evidence can be done by visitimgw.edofe.org OR if a student has a smart phone ylean do this all

by using the mobile platfornnttps://m.edofe.org/ from their web browser. You will not achieve your DofE
without providing relevant evidence of the activities you have been doing. It is your responsibility to ensure this
is kept up to da@ and not wait until the last minute.

IT5 is available for support every Friday week B at lunch time.

L¥ | &addzRSyid R2SayQi KI @S tadSiScarapletd their prisgamriey/by Gshidy” S
the Welcome Pack and log sheets

I Use alog shet, handed out (also accessed via SharePoint, these can be printed at school).

Get your Assessor's comments in teeping TracBooklet.

Get your Leader to approve your sections by signing and dating it.

Using IT5 for eDofE support on a Friday B at lumeht

SVS Leaders will also be able to load any evidence students provide if they cannot access the internet.
Good evidencecan include many things, you may like to collect photographs, scans of certificates, letters etc.
You can take audio files, photos wideo footage with your phone or camera. You can use the pages in
the Keeping Trackooklet and scan it in/photograph it, you can also upload documents or just type a short
written update of your activity straight inteDofE

1
1
1
1

Useful Note:There are manyeasons for why your Award mapt be approved. For example: if you've done

the wrong activity for a section (e.g. trying to use football as a skill, it comes under physical), if contact details
for your assessor are missing, if you did not spend enough tin a section, if you haven't got enough
evidence, if the wrong dates are entered, if the expedition details are incorrectjwedtlog on and check the
correct information has been entered.


http://www.edofe.org/
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MACBETH TRIP

72 year 11 students travelled to the TheafRoyal, Bath after school dhonday,December the 3rd to watch
the National Theatre's recent production of Macbethhe 72 students behaved with maturity and respect and
were a credit to Severn Vale as they watched the play.

In seeing the productiorthe students will have been able to revisit the play that they will be writing about in
their May examinations for English Literature alongside getting a sense of how a Shakespeare play is
staged. The students enjoyed the production and got a clear irtsigto who Macbeth and thethers
characters were Well done year 11 for a really successful trip and for getting through the rest of the week after

a late school return of 11:30pm!

YOUNG CARERS AWARD
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We are delighted to report that Severn Valesh@en recognised by Gloucestershire Young Carers for the work
we do to support the young carers in our school. Only 5 schools across the country have been recognised in this
way. The award is for all the staff, both teaching and pastoral, who wonistto meet the individual needs

of this group ofstudents.

Young Carers matter. There are many reasons why a young person may beamdater important to us that
they are supported to be able to care for their familiediile having every opportunitio succeed with their
learning and educationThe way in whiclparents,students,Gloucestershire Young Caransd schools work
together is vital and iis lovely for Severn Vale Schtmbe recognised for the part we play in this.

Mrs Jorden
Headof the SIU
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BOOK CLUB

Over drinks and chocolates, students from across all year groups met last week to discuss their first book club
titles of the academic year. Year 7 read and discuBasd87 a novel about a boy whose life alters drastically
when he becomes a refugee. &hhave selected to reddeath and Ice Creabefore their meeting next term.

Year 8 read and discussadurder Most Unladylikex novel about mysterious happenings occurring in a school
AYALIANBR o6& [/ KStOASYyKIFY [ MySktrives o tidetVnfepiSceext.tYkad ®reall | &S
and discussedimon vs the Homo SapgAgenda, a teen novel about identity and friendship. They have
selectedLooking For Jds their next title. Year 10 read and discus¥éd Were Liarsan enigmatic and
mysterbus teen thriller. They have selected to re@me of Us is Lyings their next title. Year 11 read
Orangeboy, a fagpaced novel about the faraching effects of gang violence. Their next titlePeper
Butterflies

Our next meeting will be held on tHe8" February 2019

PARENT BOOK CLUB

At Severn Vale School, we are committed to developing a reading culture as it has been proven that the biggest
influencing factor in student attainment is reading. We have been running student book groups successfully
now for the last five years and currently have over 150 students taking part.

Recent research has shown that young people are more likely to be readers if they see the adults in their lives
reading and are exposed to books, so with this in mind we staatedrent book club which has now been
running for nearly a year. We read a book a teramd then come in to school one evening a term for a book
group discussion over a drink and a nibble!

Titles we have enjoyed to date include: Small Great Thingsndl€zliphant is Completely Fine, The Hate U
Give, All The Light We Cannot See and Tin Man.

With the rew year approaching and people looking for the perfect resolution, how about joining our book
group? Whether you are already an avid reader, love readinigan't always find the time, or are looking to
introduce reading into your lives, we would love to have you on board.

If you are interested in getting involved and would like more information, ple
reply to the email address below and you will be eddo our mailing list. We cal
then send you details of the current book and the date of our next meetings
February.

Please send enquiries tobox@severnvaleschool.com

We are very much looking forwatd reading with you.

Miss Cooksley
Subject Leader of English


mailto:vbox@severnvaleschool.com
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SEVERN VALE SCHOOL WINTER SHOWCASE CONCERT

Wednesday 12 December saw our seasonal celebration of the hard work and talent exhibited by our wonderful
music students at Severn Vale. Sola amsemble performances were contributed from students in all year
groups with a number of up and common performers taking to the stage for their first time.

Familiar favourites such as the school band entertained us with performances of pieces by dléreeramusic
from 'Pulp Fiction', which was e$ket by the balanced harmonies of a more classical vocal harmony group which
was prepared by one of our singing teachers, SophieHarkis.

Once again, an appreciative audience enjoyed a wide range of atytegenres of music which our students
performed with professionalism and flair.

If you are interested in your child having music lessons, information can be found on the Teaching and Learning
page of the school website, where you can find littkeontact our instrumental teachers directly to arrange
lessons. It is possible to arrange for lessons to potentially starit@nd now subject to instrumental staff
having spaces.

Mr KhoKher
Subject Leader for Music
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THE RIBI YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHERETOMON

The RIBI Young Photographer Competition is aestdiblished and successful competition promoted by
Rotary International in Britain and Ireland (RIBI). It is a Hstage competition designed to support and
encourages development of photograptskills.

This competition aims to encourage young people to:

Experiment with photography

Use digital or traditional methods of photography

Show interpretation of their chosen topic

Express their ideas through the medium of photography

eeege

Therewereover50JK2G2a FTNRBY {+{ SyauNlryda 2y GKS G4KSYS wv.$§
time deciding on who should win their categories, resulting in the judging process taking over an hour, which
lots of discussion. The judges includdike Waston fronthe Gloucester Camera CllBrian Wetton a Rotarian

from a different division and camera club member and Lloyd Morgans of Severn Vale Rotary. All students
received a participation certificate, if they were not in attendance these will be handed inagemssemblies.

Both winners were presented their prizes by Mike Naylor, President of Severn Vale Rotary.

Below is a section of some of the submitted entries from our students:

Intermediate entrants were: Y7 Maisie W, Michael M, Y8 Adele S, Alana MaAteelimmy L, Y9 Jessica |
and Chloe S
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THE RIBI YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER COMPETITION

Zack P.

10
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THE RIBI YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER COMPETITION

The Winners were Maisie in Y7 for the intermediate category and Zack in Y11 for the senior.

Both Maisie and Zack Mlhow go through to the district/regional level of the competition and we wish them
the best of luck.

alff K2dAKG GKS aGFyRIFENR 2F LK2023aINILKe 6+ a DGSNE
genuine view.Two of the judges are accomgitied photographers themselves, and were very encouraged by
the attendance from the young photographers themselves. They felt that the students had been both
AYYy28FGABS YR (K2dZAKGEFdz Ay GKSANI SELX 2Nl GA2y 27F

Bob Roberts, Severn Vale Rotary
Mike Waston from Gloucester Camera Club suggested that any students interest in pursuing photography may

like to join the club. As students at SVS are under 18, they would need to be accompanied by an adult. Further
details can be found on their website Glivww.gloucestercameraclub.co.uk

The Gloucestershire Young Photographer Competition will take place next year, in connection with Cheltenham
Camera Club, so keep an eye out for details.

Miss Gay
Art Department

11


http://www.gloucestercameraclub.co.uk/
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SPORTS RESULTS
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Badminton
KS4 VS St Peters Won 50
KS4 VS Beaufort Won 50
KS4 VS High School Lost 50

KS4team-5A &0 NA OG wdzyy SNRa | LJ

Hockey
Year 7 VS High School Lost 31 Year 7
Year 7 S St Peters Won 61 Year 7
Year 8 VS St Peters Lost 71 Year 8

Football
Year 7 VS Crypt Lost 10 Year 7
Year 7 VS Beaufort Drew *1 Year 7
Year 7 VS Churchdown Won 1-0 Year 7
Year 8/9 VS Churchdown Won 21 Year 8/9
Year 8/9 S Beaufort Won 50 Year 8/9
Year 8/9 VS S Peters Won 70 Year 8/9
Year 9/10 S Beaufort Won 1-0 Year 9/10
Year 10 S Churchdown Lost 32 Year 10

12
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SPORTS RESULTS

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

@ Boya Q wSadz 04 O0¢SNXY HO

Badminton
KS3 VS Gloucester Academy Won 50
KS3 VS Beaufort Won 41
KS3 VS { AN ¢K2YIl a |Lost50
KSdeam-5A & G NXA OGO wdzyy SNDa ! LJ
Group Stages
KS4 VS Beaufort Won 50
KS4 VS {AN ¢K2Yl & |Lost50
39/4" Playoff
KS4 VS Kings Won 32
KS4Teamg 3" Place in District Competition
Football¢ ESFACup
Year 10 VS KLB Won 40 R2
Year 10 VS Whitecross Won 21 R3
Year 10 VS Bradley Stoke Lost 41 R4
Rugby- National Plate Competition
Year 10 VS Churchdown Won 367 R2
Year 10 VS King Edward VI Won 3214 R3

YearlO through to Round 4 of National Plate Competition

13
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Table Tennis

KS3 VS {AN ¢K2YIl & Lost 71
KS3 VS Crypt Lost 80
KS4 VS Churchdown Lost 53
KS4 VS {AN ¢K2YIl a Lost 53
KS4 VS Crypt Lost 62

YEAR 11 STUDEN Q w : . L9+9a9b¢

5

We would like to say a huge congratulations to Ashley Marsh and Fred Nicholson who represented the
Gloucester Rugby Academy against the Welsh Boys Clubsales Vdst weekend. In laard-fought

game Gloucester came off second best on the day losirt22iut both Severn Me students had
strong games.

Mr Rogers
Qubject Leader for PE

14



