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Dear Year 10 and Year 11 Parents, Carers and Students,  

ALL ABOUT APPRENTICESHIPS… While I do not want to ever sway a student to a certain company or 
into a set career, I do want to point out the 10 x Level 3 apprenticeships being advertised at Wall’s 
Ice Cream in Gloucester – think Twister, magnum and Ben & Jerry’s! I can think of worse places to 
work! Also, amongst the new apprenticeships being advertised is a Model Finisher working in ARRK’s 
stereolithography department – this is idea for a student interested in working with their hands and 
learning a craft trade, a Carpentry Apprenticeship at Klibury Construction Ltd and Early Years 
Apprenticeships   

WORK EXPERIENCE GALORE… lots of opportunities for work experience included in this edition as 
well as some taster days at Hartpury in Animal, Equine and Agriculture  

If you have any questions please do get in touch vmartin@severnvaleschool.com  

Kind regards, 

Virginia Martin, Careers Leader                

May 2023 
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For information on how to find an apprenticeship you can either search via local college 
apprenticeship vacancy pages, individual company vacancy pages, via the national Find an 
Apprenticeship website or via Unifrog. 

A good starting point is via the national apprenticeship search engine -  Find an apprenticeship - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) On this website you can search by Job Title or Employer and narrow it down 
by putting in your location and how far you are willing to travel.  

 

 

 

 

 

Apprenticeships 

Search by Job Title or 
Employer 

Put in your home 
postcode 

How far are you able 
to travel for work?  

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


3 | P a g e  
 

 

 
Walls are delighted to be able to offer x10 Level 3 (Advanced) Food & Drink Technical Operator 
Apprenticeships here at Unilever Wall’s in GLOUCESTER. 
  
They have arranged three open evenings for students aged 16+ (and their parents/guardians)  who 
would like to find out more about this fantastic opportunity. 
  
The open evenings will explain about the apprenticeship and how it works and give a flavour of 
life in the Ice Cream world! 
 

The NHS also has some great apprenticeships.  

 

 

VACANCY at ARRK  
 

Job Title Company Location 
Trainee Model Finisher ARRK Europe Ltd QUEDGELEY  

 
Applications are invited for the full-time, permanent position of Trainee Model Finisher working 
primarily on SLA parts but covering all finishing departments.   
 
• The primary function is to hand-finish SLA models of various sizes and complexity which have been 

produced on our stereolithography laser machines.   There will also be a requirement to support 
other departments such as PU Finishing and SLS joining when the workload demands it.  

 
Who will enjoy this role ? 
This role will suit someone who has recently completed their studies in a creative field or has some 
work experience.  This could be anything from studies relating to arts and crafts, wood working and 
metal working and/or modelmaking.  The most critical quality is a passion to learn and a real enthusiasm 
for helping to make something with your own hands, taking pride in your work. 
 
We have an experienced team of finishers who will mentor our new recruit so that he/she can reach 
their full potential and become an integral part of the team. 
 
There are no specific qualifications required but the following attributes would be an advantage:  
 
- Excellent hand-to-eye coordination and dexterity 
- Craft or artistic interests 
- Any personal experience working in a workshop environment 
- Problem solving attitude, analytical approach to engineering solutions 
- Computer literacy 
- Excellent communication skills, good team worker, flexible  
- Excellent timekeeping and reliability  
 
Also useful but not essential: 
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- Recognised engineering or mechanical apprenticeship 
- Knowledge of manual machining, centre lathe, vertical mill and/or pillar drill 
- Ability to read and understand engineering drawings 
- Ability to use measuring equipment such as Verniers 

 
Hours of Work 
 
- 7 am to 3 pm, Monday to Friday, 37.5 hour week  
 
This position is based at our Quedgeley site and the successful candidate will receive a competitive 
salary. 
 
If you are personally interested in being considered for this role or know anyone you feel could do 
the job and would be interested, please contact your team leader or line manager. 
 
HR Team 
ARRK Europe Limited 
Gloucester Technical Centre 
Olympus Park, Quedgeley  
Gloucestershire, GL2 4NF                         
Email: amanda.fitz@arrkeurope.com, shelley.tighe@arrkeurope.com 

 Date of Issue: 18 May 2023 
      

 

 

About Specsavers apprenticeships - Join Specsavers UK & Ireland 

mailto:amanda.fitz@arrkeurope.com
mailto:shelley.tighe@arrkeurope.com
https://join.specsavers.com/uk/about-specsavers-apprenticeships/
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For apprenticeships (especially in the service industries) you need to keep an eye out on Instagram 
and other social media sights – you need to follow any companies that you are interest in as they will 
advertise any opportunities that they have on social media 1st.  

 

Vacancies currently being advertised at Gloucestershire College  
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There are 4 main choices on how to study Post-16: T’levels, A’levels, BTECs and Apprenticeships and 
to make it even more complicated within BTECs and Apprenticeships there are different levels of 
qualifications ranging from Level 1 to Level 3. GCSE estimated grades will give students some 
guidance on which of the course might be the best one(s) for them to consider and I would always 
recommend students have an ‘aspirational choice’ and a ‘safe choice’. 

T’levels – Gloucestershire’s Cirencester College has been at the heart of these pioneering 
qualifications. They are a 2 year technical study programmes designed in partnership with employers 
that combine class room training and a 45+ day industry placement. Cirencester Collage and 
Gloucestershire College both have a selection of T-levels that include subjects as diversity as Floristry 
and Garden Design to Adult Nursing and Events and Venue Technicians. These courses have been 
devised in close contact with employers to ensure that students have the practical skills to ensure 
they are ‘work ready’. 

A’levels – are Level 3 qualifications, are studied across 2 years and students normally study 3 
A’levels plus an additional qualification like EPQ or completing DofE Gold etc. Some university 
courses will expect students to have studied certain subjects at A’level and as a rule of thumb it 
would be beneficial to have a 6+ at GCSE in order to study a subject at A’level. 

BTECs – are practical-based, vocational qualifications. They can be studied at a college or some 
schools and they provide the opportunity to gain hand-on experience in a field or subject. BTEC Level 
1 & 2 are equivalent to GCSEs and Level 3 is equivalent to A’levels. Students can progress from a L1 
through to a L3, normally over a 3 year period. 

In addition to the above, many colleges offer Access courses (meaning students may spend 3 
years rather than 2 at the college) e.g. Cirencester College’s Access to A’levels, is a foundation 
year getting students ready to take A’levels . 

These are the top jobs (in terms of number of jobs) that are being cadvertised in Gloucester 

 

Understanding Post-16 Qualifications  

Contents 

Contents 
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We are extremely lucky in Gloucestershire to be served by a wide variety of colleges, all of which 
have different strengths and focuses. From Hartpury's countryside management course through to 
SGS's Sports Journalism BTEC, no matter what your passion there are Post-16 courses to aid you to 
get your dream job. Please click on the below college name to be taken to their website. Below you 
will also find up-to-date information on college open-days and taster sessions. Please note not all of 
Gloucestershire College’s courses are in Gloucester and some of SGS’s courses are in fact in Bristol!   

Army Foundation College  

 

 

Cirencester College –  

They have a new Horticulture T-level which is launching in September.  This course is ideal for hands 
on/practical students, many of whom may not have considered Horticulture as an option before. As 
well as the work experience placement which is integral to the T-level, our students will also spend a 
great deal of time undertaking practical tasks when they are at college rather than traditional 
classroom learning.  
 

 
  
 
 
Their next open evening is Thursday 29th June from 5-8pm. Registrations are open now and there is 
still good availability. This is a great opportunity for Yr10’s to get a first view of the College and get 
them inspired and motivated for Yr11! 

College 

https://jobs.army.mod.uk/how-to-join/training/junior-soldier-training/?cid=mail9617594634
https://www.cirencester.ac.uk/
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Gloucestershire College -   

GET- Gloucestershire Engineering and Training Centre  

Hartpury College – Any Year 10s who are interested in going to Hartpury College please note that 
you will need to book onto their open-days in June 2023 (when you are in Year 10) for open-days for 
September 2023 onwards – by the time you come back for Y11 in September most of Hartpury 
College Open-days for 23/24 will already be fully booked. Hartpury have highlighted a useful form on 
our website where parents/cares can sign up to be notified when our college open day dates go live 
on our website. As you are all aware, we experienced massive demand for open days this academic 
year. We recommend that students who are wanting to attend one of these events to get there 
booking in as soon as possible. Feel free to share this form with parents/carers so they can be 
notified once the dates are live. Hartpury College Open Mornings 2023-2024 | Hartpury University 
(geckoform.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/
https://www.get-trained-recruitment.org/
https://www.hartpury.ac.uk/college/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.geckoform.com%2fpublic%2f%3f_ga%3d2.238620551.660868973.1683576559-1116618966.1656321476%23%2fmodern%2f21FO00uertex9900b7lv80jhmq&c=E,1,6HpfkBpJgiOOTwJ0GBAStVZTgJLz06MkNaf6w8CEt2d43nRvP4lO9eepMRCR7wWm_MomYxKpydMy4Y0VeusuN_ol5RMcYw_hmOBjDoKOsw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.geckoform.com%2fpublic%2f%3f_ga%3d2.238620551.660868973.1683576559-1116618966.1656321476%23%2fmodern%2f21FO00uertex9900b7lv80jhmq&c=E,1,6HpfkBpJgiOOTwJ0GBAStVZTgJLz06MkNaf6w8CEt2d43nRvP4lO9eepMRCR7wWm_MomYxKpydMy4Y0VeusuN_ol5RMcYw_hmOBjDoKOsw,,&typo=1
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MPCT  – Military Preparation College  MPCT Prospectus 2022/23 

Stage Door Learning –  

South Gloucestershire & Stroud (SGS) –  
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https://mpct.co.uk/location/gloucester/
https://comms.mpct.co.uk/view/490257057/18/
https://www.stagedoorlearning.org.uk/
https://www.sgscol.ac.uk/
https://www.sgscol.ac.uk/academies
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Independent and unbiased careers guidance is provided by Mrs Georgie Blackburn, a professional 
careers advisor, who visits the school once / twice a week during term time to meet with students 
individually and to give group talks. We try to arrange at least one appointment during KS4 for every 
Severn Vale student. 

If you would like to book a careers appointment please email noakey@severnvaleschool.com 

This guide will give you an idea of the types of qualifications you should be considering depending on 
your GCSE estimated grades – PLEASE NOTE THIS IS JUST A GUIDELINE 

 

 

 

 

One-to-One Careers Appointments 

Contents 
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mailto:noakey@severnvaleschool.com
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Just as Gloucestershire has a wide range of colleges it also has a wide range of Sixth Forms, each one 
having its own strengths and offering unique opportunities. Not all sixth forms are the same, and 
therefore please make sure you visit as many open-days as possible. Please click on the below Sixth 
Form name to be taken to their website and below you will also find up-to-date information on their 
open-days and taster sessions. 

All Saints Academy -  

Archway School Sixth Form -   

Balcarras School –  

Cheltenham Bournside School –  

Chosen Hill School –  

Churchdown School –  

The Crypt School –  

Denmark Road Sixth Form –  

Holmleigh Park Sixth Form – 

Katherine Lady Berkley School –  

Marling Sixth From –  

Pates Sixth Form –  

Ribston Hall Sixth Form –  

Sir Thomas Rich's Sixth Form –  

St Peter's RC High School –  

Stroud High School Sixth Form –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth Forms 
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https://www.asachelt.org/sixth-form/
https://www.archwayschool.net/Archway-Sixth-Form/
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=8
https://www.bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form/
https://chosenhillschool.co.uk/sixth-form/
https://www.churchdownschool.com/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=8
https://www.cryptschool.org/sixth-form/welcome-to-the-sixth-form
https://www.denmarkroad.org/sixthform
https://www.hphigh.co.uk/sixth-form
https://klbschool.org.uk/sixth-form/
https://www.marlingsixthform.org/
https://www.patesgs.org/sixth-form/
https://www.ribstonhall.gloucs.sch.uk/sixthform
https://strschool.co.uk/sixthform
https://www.stpetershighschool.org.uk/SixthForm/
https://stroudhigh.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form/sixth-form-welcome/
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The Crypt Vs Marling 
 
 

This is just an example but I wanted to highlight the difference in offers a student might get from 
somewhere like the Crypt vs somewhere like Marling (I am only using these two schools as examples 
and the below is only to point out a technicality and NOT to recommend a student favours applying 
to one school or the other). 

For The Crypt  

• Students will need 6+ GCSEs at grade 6 or above 
• Maths and English Language GCSE at grade 5 or above 

 
For Marling  

• Students will need 38 Points across their best 6 GCSE grades (grade 7 is 7 points, 
grade 6 is 6 points etc..)  

• Maths and English Language GCSE at grade 5 or above 
 
 

This means if a student got the below grades they would probably NOT get into The Crypt as 
they do not have 6+ GCSEs at grade 6 or above but they would get into Marling as they have over 38 
points across their best 6 grades (41 points in the example below). 

7/6 in Science,  
8 in English Literature,  
5 in Maths,  
7 in Geography,  
8 in Citizenship,  
5 in English Language,  
4 in Spanish  
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Launch of Unifrog 
Last September saw the launch of Unifrog at Seven Vale School. To support our commitment to 
provide students with outstanding careers guidance and tailored support when choosing their next 
step after school, we will now be using Unifrog (an award-winning, online careers platform) as our 
main careers information tool. The Unifrog platform is designed to support learners in making the 
most informed decisions about their futures and has a range of tools that are suitable for all year 
groups. Each student (Years 7-11) has their own personal account that provides a wide range of 
information related to their interests and aspirations.   We have also set up a parent login so that 
you can use Unifrog as if you were a student yourself, allowing you to support your child with their 
career's choices throughout their time at Severn Vale. Please signup using the form 
code SVRVParents and you can sign up at www.unifrog.org/code 
 
During Term 1 please can all of Y10s and Y11s check they have access to Unifrog and reset their 
password if necessary. If you are having a problem identifying what to do for work experience or 
what you want to do Post-16 please try completing the Interest Quiz or Personality Quiz 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Unifrog 

https://www.unifrog.org/code
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While Severn Vale School’s Y10 Work experience takes place in the 1st week of July (3rd -
7th July 2023) work experience is not limited to this one week in July nor is it limited to just 
Y10s. I would encourage students from Y10 and Y11 to also have a placement in the summer 
holidays as well as taking advantage of the weekend 'insight into industry' days that are 
offered by local companies and the GROWS network. Please keep an eye out on the below 
for current work experience / insight into industry days that are advertised throughout the 
year. 
 
Y10 Work Experience Opportunity – Eastgate Shopping Centre are able to take a student 
for work experience. This is ideal if you are interested in Fashion & or Hospitality / 
Resturants – for more information please visit  The Eastgate Shopping Centre - Great Shopping 
in the Heart of Gloucester – Please email vmartin@severnvaleschool.com if you are interested 
in this opportunity  
 
Y10 Work Experience Opportunity – Quedgeley Town Council are also interested in having a 
Severn Vale Student on work experience – please email gblackburn@severnvaleschool.com 
 
Y10 Work Experience Opportunity – Gloucester Library  are also interested in having a 
Severn Vale Student on work experience –  http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries  
please email louise.shapcott@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 
 
Y10 & Y11 Work Experience Opportunity –The Gloucestershire Health and Care NHS 
Foundation Trust  
 
 

 
 
are able to offer work experience placements for Y10 students. Gloucestershire Hospitals 
don't offer placements until Y11 or 12, so this could be a great opportunity for students in 
health care and other business support services. The possible departments listed on their 
application form are: 

Work Experience & Careers Fairs 

Contents 

https://eastgateshoppingcentre.co.uk/
https://eastgateshoppingcentre.co.uk/
mailto:vmartin@severnvaleschool.com
mailto:gblackburn@severnvaleschool.com
mailto:louise.shapcott@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Admin/Business/IT/Facilities 
Mental Health 
Nursing 
Children's Services 
Physiotherapy 
Occupational Therapy 
Podiatry 
Speech & Language Therapy 
Dental 
 
The placement length and availability will vary by department, but could be up to a full 
week.  
 
Interested students will need to complete an application form (from 
vmartin@severnvaleschool.com )and it requires a parent/guardian signature. I have 
downloaded it via the QR code and attached it here. 
 
NB If students want to access the form through the QR code, the best way I found to access 
it is to: 
1) Click on the code 2) enter "work experience" into the "How can we help you?" search bar 
at the top of the page. 3) Click on the Application Form link and download. 
 
 
Y10 Taster day Opportunities – Hartpury College   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:vmartin@severnvaleschool.com
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Y10 & Y11 Taster Sessions Opportunities –Gloucestershire Heritage Hub 
 

 
 
Heritage Focus Day - Heritage hub 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contents 
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I have had some requests from parents & students for a suggested timeline around Post-16 
applications for current Year 10s – please find a guide below for Current Year 10s:- 

July -September 2023 - There are lots of school Sixth Forms and Colleges in Gloucestershire and so 
using the summer holidays to whittle them down to a shortlist may well be a sensible first step in 
deciding where to go after Severn Vale School. Why not begin researching via Unifrog or 6th Form / 
Colleges own websites. Aim to compile a short-list of Post-16 choices by the end of September, 
having checked first that your GCSE estimated grades are on target to meet the course 
requirements. Following this you need to apply to attend a selection of open-days / open evenings 
(Top tip - If applicable - remember to research what student bursaries are available for you to apply 
for e.g. travel bursaries).  
 
Sept - November 2023 - Attend at least two College or Sixth Form open-days (these may be in-
person or virtual open-days depending on Covid-19). Most colleges only have a couple of open days 
a year, while some Sixth Forms only have one a year and so you do need to get organised early. 
Please note you will find many of the popular colleges open-days get full early. (Top tip - Severn Vale 
School will be issuing all students with a list of open-days at the start of September but some are 
already being advertised (see Colleges & Sixth Form pages of Newsletter for more information)).  
 
FLD 23th November 2023 - Severn Vale School will be taking all of Year 11 off timetable for the day 
to allow them to visit a Post-16 destination of their choice. Transport will be provided by Severn Vale 
School, however as students are only able to visit one venue, it is important that students choose 
carefully. As well as getting to see the facilities, an open day is a great opportunity to find out more 
about the different courses on offer from those who teach and study it - current students and 
academic staff. (Top tip - For many students choosing a college or sixth form is a bit like buying a 
house - and so you may well find that you end up going with your gut feeling and choosing the 
college or sixth form that feels like it could be your home for the next 2 years. Remember what is 
right for your friends might not be right for you). 
 
November – December 2023 - January 2024 - Submit applications to College / Sixth Forms (Top tip - 
you can submit multiple applications and can also accept courses at more than one provider, and 
you do not need to decide on where you are going until GCSE Results Day in August 2023) 
 
December 2023 – Complete, via Unifrog, your Post-16 destination form, remembering to include a 
Plan A and a Plan B – this information will allow us to be able to review all of Year 11s applications 
and do a check on suitability and ensure all of Year 11 have the balance right between being 
aspirational and attainable. 
 
January - February 2024 - If appropriate - apply to local grammar schools - please see their website 
for the application window (normally only a few weeks). 
 
 
February - May 2024 - If appropriate - apply for apprenticeships via either Unifrog or Find and 
Apprenticeship website Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 
 
August 2024- GCSE results day - decide on which Post-16 place you are going to enrol at. 

Post-16 Timeline 
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