
Effective Revision Timetables



Aim of this session

• To stress the importance of having a revision 
timetable

• To show you the principles behind an effective 
revision timetable

• To begin to put one together for your final 
GCSE exams



Effective Revision = Effective Revision 
Timetable

Cramming at the last minute does NOT 
work…therefore a plan for revision is key:
• It plans for WHAT is going to be revised

• It plans for WHEN you are going to revise it

• It allows you to FIT revision IN with your other 
priorities

• It gives you the REASSURANCE that you will 
have covered ALL THE MATERIAL in sensible 
chunks



Step 1:  WHAT needs revising?



Subject Topic Revision “sessions” needed
(45 minutes per session)

History Medieval Crime and 
Punishment

4

“ Early Modern C+P 3

“ Victorian C+P 6



Core Science



Step 2:  WHEN are you going to revise?



Typical School Week Typical Holiday Week

From February Half Term:
10 typical school weeks 

+ 3 typical holiday weeks
+ 4 week exam period (in school for some)

Maximum: 3 x 45 and 5 x 45??



School

Football 
Training

Football 
Training

School School School School

Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax!

(Maximum: 3 x 45 and 5 x 45)



Football 
Training

Football 
Training

Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax!

(Maximum: 5 x 45)



Step 3: Allocate the specific revision 
sessions



School

Football 
Training

Football 
Training

School School School School

Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax!

(Maximum: 3 x 45 and 5 x 45)

History

Biology



Step 2 ½: Put the exams in

English
Lit

Paper 1



Method?

OR

On Paper On Screen

There is no ONE WAY to do it…do what works for YOU…but the principles are the same



Spacing Practice

• The key to effective learning is to space it over time



Using “Get Revising” website



getrevising.co.uk



Click on “Create a study plan”



Begin by adding subjects



We are going to add the following:

Subject Exam Board

English AQA

Maths Edexcel



Do you need to prioritise?
If so…move the slider…



For the moment, click that you are IN 
CLASS…



Let’s add some exams



We are going to add the following:
(N.B. Just add one English and one Maths to start…add others if you have 

time)

Date Time Exam Paper Length of exam

6th June 2017 9.00am English Language Paper 1 1hr 45m

12th June 2017 9.00am English Language Paper 2 1hr 45m

22nd May 2017 9.00am English Lit Paper 1 1hr 45m

26th May 2017 9.00am English Lit Paper 2 2hr 15m

25th May 2017 9.00am Maths Paper 1 1hr 30m

8th June 2017 9.00am Maths Paper 2 1hr 30m

13th June 2017 9.00am Maths Paper 3 1hr 30m



Crucial page…decision time



And “Get Revising plans your time for 
you!!”



Note…

You can move these 
BLOCKS of time around to 
suit your needs

• You may revise best 
before 7pm

• You may want to sleep 
late Sunday morning!

• Just Drag the Revision 
Block to a better spot.



You can also:  Add “commitments”



Add times when you cannot study



Add Holidays that you CAN and 
CANNOT study through



Flexibilty

• Move the blocks around 
to fit in with your 
changing schedule

• At the bottom of the 
main screen are blocks 
of time that you can 
ADD extra sessions and 
commitments



Once sorted – print out each week



Summary

• You have entered your exams

• You have entered the time you want to spend 
on each exam

• The planner has arranged these around your 
commitments



Beware…

• If you don’t start early…you won’t have the 
time you want for each subject

• Once you have planned your week with 
flexibility…stick to the plan

• Keep copies of the weeks you have completed 
so you can see your success mounting up

• Build up gradually and with success: start with 
two week plan and see what works

• Online tool good!  Online tool bad!



School

Football 
Training

Football 
Training

School School School School

Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax!

(Maximum: 3 x 45 and 5 x 45)

History

Biology



Finally…

• What your timetable DOES NOT DO…

• …IS BLOW OUT THE CANDLE FOR YOU!


